
Finance Council Minutes 
The Parish of Saint Monica 

November 18, 2015 at 6 PM 
Star of the Sea Rectory Dining Room 

 
1. Call to Order - Chairman Jim Persenda called the council to order at 6:04 PM. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Jim Persenda, Chair  Present 
Kathleen Vail, Secretary  Excused 
Patricia Aponte, Trustee  Present 
Ann Reynolds, Trustee  Present 
Anne Campbell  Present 
Walter Holguin  Present 
Maryanne Martin  Present 
Lew Merkel  Present 
Donna Peterson  Present 
 
Non-members present: Fr. Jon Thomas, Pastor; Steve Wojciehowski, Business Manager 
 
3. Opening Prayer - Fr. Jon 
 
4. Approval of Minutes - Jim Persenda 
 
The minutes from the previous meeting of October 17, 2015 were unanimously approved. 
 
5. Old Business 
 
Closing figures for the four constituent parishes and the new parish's balance sheet were reviewed.  It 
was asked whether the proceeds from the estate of James Saccomandi were restricted.  Fr. Jon said he 
would ask the attorney. 
 
6. New Business 
 
The expenses of the first four months were reviewed. 
 
The offertory income was reviewed.  It was asked whether the offertory for the Spanish Masses was 
included because there was a separate line item.  Fr. Jon said he would ask the bookkeeper. 
 
Steve Wojciehowski spoke about campus improvements.  At OLSS, the parking lot wall was removed and 
windows were replaced at Memorial Hall.  He expected a $10,000 bill to fix the rectory elevator.  He 
mentioned the possibility of relocating the bathrooms at OLSS church.  At St. Nicholas, the gift shop 
windows were replaced.  One of the two church boilers was not working.  Fixing it will cost $30,000. 
 
Fr. Jon updated the council about the plans to relocate Sister Jean's Kitchen to Old St. Monica's.  While 
the city and Sister Jean's itself were ready to move forward, there was a possibility that a member of 
City Council who lives near the church would block the relocation.  Consequently, the plans had stalled. 



 
It was asked whether every parish property has been assessed.  Steve Wojciehowski answered that 
someone from the diocese had reviewed each property during the summer. 

 
The council unanimously recommended a six-month contract with a realtor to lease the St. Nicholas 
convent.  If there was no interest in a lease during this period, the convent should be listed for sale.  It 
was asked whether the parish was required to use Budd Realty since a local realtor might be preferable.  
Fr. Jon said he would ask the diocese. 
 
In light of the stalled plans with Sister Jean's, the council unanimously recommended that Old St. 
Monica be listed for sale if the plans are not finalized in one year. 
 
Lew Merkel suggested an effort be made to clean up the parishioner database in order to establish a 
baseline of parishioners.  Fr. Jon said the office  staff was working on this. 
 
Next Meeting - January 13, 2016 at 6 PM 
 
Closing Prayer - Fr. Jon 
 
The meeting ended with prayer at 7:43 PM. 


